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1. Introduction 

The Visitors’ Books 

How to use the related sources & supporting resources 

Overview of Themes & Activities 

 

2. Food - Introduction 

Food - Joseph Frederick Drewery 

Food - Charles A.C. Walker 

Food - WUTAC Receipts 

Food - Rationing  

 

3. Women - Introduction 

Women - Lady Mary Glyn 

Women  - Crystobelle Layton 

Women  - Uniform 

Women - Nursing 

Women - Munitions 

 

4. Prisoners of War - Introduction 

Prisoners of  War - John Bonshor 

Prisoners of War - P.O.W Article/Life as a Prisoner of War 

Prisoners of War - Newbould/ Internment 

 

 

 

www.peterboroughww1.co.uk www.vivacity-peterborough.com/library-archives/archives/peterborough-archive-services/ 

Peterborough & The Great War: Resource Pack 

Contents 
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Countries - Frederick Gordon Brettle 
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Countries -World Map 

 

6. Railways  - Introduction 

Railways - Alf  Davis 

Railways - Station Master Ellis 

 

7. Friendship & Family - Introduction 

Friendship & Family - Arthur Firth 

Friendship & Family - Stanley George Lawrence/Recruitment 

 

8. Animals - Introduction  
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SOURCES: 

Using the sources provided on the following pages you can conduct your own research on the theme 

of Friendship & Family during WW1.  

For some questions you may want to look at the website: www.peterboroughww1.co.uk  

Related Themes: 

Friendship, Family, Comradery, Loss, PALS 

Battalions, Recruitment, Enlistment. 

“My name is Arthur Firth I will be guiding you through the theme of 

Friendship & Family during WW1: 

 I was a cotton weaver before enlisting and my family were involved in this 

trade too, My cousins served in Mesopotamia and France and it is thought 

that I died fighting in Poelcapelle, Belgium. My parents received a letter 

explaining what had happened to me from one of my comrades, it must 

have broken their hearts. 

The distance apart from loved ones, and the element of loss took its toll 

on family, friends and partners. It would also have been felt by the com-

munities themselves, with groups of men joining up in PALS Battalions, 

many of whom never returned.” 

Portrait of Arthur Firth, From Burnley Express and Advertiser  

3.11.1917  
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Portrait of Arthur Firth, From Burnley 

Express and Advertiser  3.11.1917  

QUESTIONS:  

 How old was Arthur when the Census was 

taken? 

 Where did a cotton weaver work and what 

did they do? 

 Do you think it was common for children to 

be working at Arthur’s age, if so, why?  

SOURCES: 

The sources on this page relate to Arthur Firth, they include:  

1. A Photograph 

2. His Entry in the visitors’ book 

3. A Census 

WEBSITE TASK: 

 Search for Arthur Firth on the website and read 

his biography. 

 What happened on the 9th October 1917? 

 Who wrote the letter to his parents? 

 How do you think his parents would have felt 

receiving the news? 

Thanking you for the kindness bestowed 
upon me at my short stay on Wednesday 
eveny Nov 15th 
Pte A Firth 3835 
4th Border Reg 
Sheringham  

Transcription of the extract  

1911 Census, From Ancestry 

WUTAC visitors’ book, From Peterborough Archives & Local Studies (PAS/WUTAC/1/1/1, Page 12) 
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QUESTIONS:  

 What are the crowd doing in the photograph? 

 Why did Stanley George Lawrence want to enlist?  

 Why was Stanley unable to enlist? 

 What other reasons might stop someone from enlisting?   

 

SOURCES: 

The sources on this page relate to Stanley George Lawrence, they include:  

1. A Photograph 

2. An Article 

3. A Photograph 

WEBSITE TASK: 

 What was ‘the usual 1s’ that Stanley was given?  

 Search on the website to see if any of your family members 

enlisted and passed through the WUTAC tea room! 

From Peterborough Advertiser,10/6/1916 From Peterborough Advertiser, 

17/6/1917 

Peterborough Recruitment Office. From Peterborough Muse-

um ( Sa28)  


