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SOURCES: 

Using the sources provided on the following pages you can conduct your own research on the 

theme of Countries during WW1.  

For some ques�ons you may want to look at the website: www.peterboroughww1.co.uk  

Related Themes: 

Migra�on, Commemora�on, Family, 

Geography, Commonwealth, Languages. 

“My name is Frederick Gordon Bre+le, I will be guiding you 

through the theme of Countries during WW1: 

I moved with my family from England to Australia in 1913, two 

years later I joined the army. I emigrated to the other side of the 

world, but many who served in the war might never have le, 

their villages or towns before enlis�ng, let alone their con�nent!  

There are however entries in the visitors’ books wri0en by men 

from as far afield as South Africa and Canada.  This was a global 

conflict, hence the name world war, and a,er the war the world 

map changed dras�cally, par�cularly in Europe.“ 

Portrait of Frederick Gordon Bre$le.  

From Judith Hinshelwood 



 4 

 4 

Countries during WW1 

Peterborough & The Great War: Resource Pack 

www.peterboroughww1.co.uk www.vivacity-peterborough.com/library-archives/archives/peterborough-archive-services/ 

Portrait of Frederick Gordon Bre$le. From 

Judith Hinshelwood Passenger List, From Find My Past/The 

Na-onal Archives 

Le$er, from the Na-onal Archives  of Australia 

QUESTIONS:  

• What was the name of the ship Bre0le travelled on and where 

did it sail from? 

• What other informa�on does the passenger list tell us about 

his family? 

• How do you think his parents felt sending the le0er? 

SOURCES: 

The sources on this page relate to Frederick 

Gordon Bre0le, they include:  

1. A Photograph 

2. His entry from the visitors’ book 

3. A Passenger List 

4. A Le0er 

WEBSITE TASK: 

• Search for Bre0le on the web-

site, what do the le0ers in his 

entry ‘A.I.F’ stand for? 

• What does his story tell you 

about living condi�ons in the 

trenches? 

Home sweet Home far across the seas 

Signaller F G Bre0le 

30 Ba0 A.I.F 

Transcrip-on of the extract  

WUTAC visitors’ book, From Peterborough Archives & Local Studies (PAS/WUTAC/1/1/1, Page 

23) 
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QUESTIONS:  

• How did Thomas Hunter 

arrive in Peterborough? 

• Where did his funeral 

take place? 

• What current building 

did the infirmary used to 

be in? 

SOURCES: 

The sources on this page 

relate to Thomas Hunter, 

they include:  

1. A Photograph 

2. A Photograph 

3. An Ar�cle 

4. A Photograph 

WEBSITE TASK: 

• Read the ar�cle about Thomas Hunter on the ‘Discover 

More’ sec�on of the website. 

• What does ‘ANZAC’ mean? 

• What happened in 1910? 

From Peterborough Adver-ser, 

13/1/1917 

From Peterborough Adver-ser, 5/5/1917 

Infirmary Ward, Peterborough. From Peterborough Museum 

Collec-on GP VOT  

Funeral of Thomas Hunter, From Peterborough Museum  
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QUESTIONS:  

• Can you guess which language this  entry is 

wri0en in?  What does it say?  

• Which languages or dialects do you think 

would have been spoken in the UK before 

WW1? Make a list! 

• Which languages are spoken now? Make a list 

and compare with before, discuss in groups. 

SOURCES: 

The source on this page relate to global connec�ons in 

the book, it includes:  

1. An entry from the visitors’ book 

WEBSITE TASK: 

• Using the search func�on on the website, find the following servicemen. What na�onality were they? 

- Edgard E Boydens 

- GP Van Rooyen 

• Now search again, but use the ‘Filter Results’ sidebar to search by na�onality, what other countries can you 

find? 

• Go on the further links sec�on and look at the map of Europe before and a,er WW1, Spot the difference! 

WUTAC visitors’ book, From Peterborough Archives & Local Studies (PAS/WUTAC/1/1/1, Page 50) 


