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Information for Teachers 

Victorian Medicine & Marvel KS2+ Session 

at Peterborough Museum 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

From 1857 to 1928, the museum building was the Peterborough Infirmary, the first hospital for 
the city. Step back to 1901 and experience Victorian life in rare original spaces. 

 

As the pupils arrive at the start of the day, they are given a Victorian ailment. Throughout the 
day, pupils will discover how their symptoms would have been treated in this late Victorian 

period and are asked to consider the responses and impact of the new ideas at this time. 
 

Meet the Doctor in the Original Operating Theatre 

        
 

 
 
 
 

The late Victorian era saw many great advances in medical practice. In 1901 the operating theatre was only 
a few years old.  In this session the Doctor will explain and demonstrate how their Victorian illnesses and 
ailments were treated in this impressive new light, clean and airy operating theatre.  
As well as the impact at that time, how have these Victorian inventions and ideas impacted on modern 
medical practice today? 

 
Make Medicines with our Apothecary and Meet Nurse Reynolds 

 
Discover how plants were used to treat symptoms and mix a 
few remedies yourself in the original Victorian kitchen with 
the Apothecary. If appropriate, our ‘Medicine through Time’ 
garden is used to source plant material.  
 

 
 

 
Nurse Reynolds was a training nurse in 1901. Go down to the cellars 

(Priestgate Vaults) and discover more about her life. 
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Watch a Magic Lantern Show 

 

Take a close look at genuine magic lantern slides and then sit back and enjoy a 
show with one of Victorian’s iconic inventions – the magic lantern!  
Then have a go at making one of your own magic lantern slides to take back to 
school using the museum collection as a stimulus. 
 

 
 

National Curriculum links:  History, English, Science, PSHE. 

 

Learning objectives: 
 

In this ‘Victorian Medicine & Marvel’ day, pupils will:  

 learn about the changes in medical practice (an aspect of social history) and the  international 
medical practice achievements of certain individuals: Florence Nightingale, Mary Seacole, Edith 
Cavell, Joseph Lister, Alfred C Taylor. 

 learn about a significant historical site in their own locality.  

 show an understanding of aspects of Victorian life  and be able to note change, cause, similarity 
and difference, and significance. 

 understand how past knowledge of medicinal herbs has been useful in developing modern drugs. 

 understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 

 appreciate that artefacts help us to understand the past. 

 participate in discussions, role-play, improvisations and debates. 

 consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of 
others. 

 show an understanding that good practices can contribute to good health. 
 

Other information:  
 

Duration: Full day (10 am – 2 pm). 

Cost: £200 per group of up to 35. Minimum cost for 25 or less pupils is £180. 

Maximum group size: Maximum number per group is 35. We can accommodate up to three groups. 

Recommended ratio: Minimum 1 adult to 10 students. 

Booking information: 
 

To book, please contact us by phone or email. When the activities and date are agreed, 
a booking form and risk assessment is emailed to you. To confirm the visit we ask that 
you complete the booking form and email it back to us. 

A note about 
behaviour: 
 
 

School teachers have overall responsibility for the behaviour of their pupils and we 
expect you to support Museum staff with this where necessary. As you know, pupils 
benefit significantly when school staff and adults also get involved in the activities so 
please join in where appropriate.  

Outreach? Contact us regarding a visit to your school with the theme Medicine through Time. 
 

“It was all so well organised. The fact that the staff were dressed up for role play made it so 

much more interesting. The children learned so much and now want to learn more.” 

(Teacher from Anthony Curton CEVA Primary School) 

 

“Brilliant! Engaging activities, friendly staff and excellent learning. The children loved it” 

(Teacher from John Clare Primary, 2016) 
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